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What’s On

Weekly
Mon Monday Cafe, 10–noon. Church Hall, £1. Liz Davis – 01223 232745
Mon Youth Club, on a Bus, 7–9pm. Recreation Ground, School Year 7 and above. Free. 07853 795256
Mon Oakington Singers, 7.30–9pm. Church Hall. Elaine Bailey – elainebailey1@live.co.uk
Tue Senior Pilates, 11.30–12.30pm. Pavilion. Classes throughout the week. Claire Young – 07766 554413
Tue Cubs, 6–7.15pm. Term time. Pavilion. Richard Young – 
Tue Table Tennis, 7.30–9pm. Pavilion. Gillian L’Angellier – 01223 234758richard.young@crafthillscouts.org.uk
Wed Mixed Ability Pilates, 10–11am. Pavilion. Classes throughout the week. Claire Young – 07766 554413
Wed Yoga, 7–8.15pm. Pavilion. Denise Sibley-Moore – 01954 202235
Thu Mature Movers, 10–10.45am. Pavilion. Katie Harknett – 07541 721059 / info@elemental-fitness.co.uk
Thu Little Steps playgroup, 10–11.30am. Term time. Church Hall. littlestepsoakington@gmail.com
Thu Short Mat Bowls, 7.30–9.30pm. Pavilion. Dawn Stokes – 01223 236427
Thu Quiz Night, 8pm. White Horse Pub. 01223 232417
Thu Squirrels, 5–6pm. Term time. Ages 4–6. Oakington Primary School – nikki.henrywood@oakingtonscouts.org.uk
Fri Beavers, 6–7pm. Term time. Ages 6–8. Oakington Primary School –  beavers@oakingtonscouts.org.uk
Fri Scouts, 6–7.30pm. Term time. Ages 11–14. Pavilion. Cara Hanman – cara.hanman@oakingtonscouts.org.uk
Sun St. Andrew’s Church, 10am & 5pm. Regular Sunday Services. www.standrewsoakington.co.uk 
Sun Oakington Baptist Chapel, 10.30am & 6pm. Regular Sunday Services. www.oakingtonbaptist.org.uk

Mon 30 Mar Public Drop-in about pipeline through village, 6.30pm. Pavilion. clerk@oakingtonandwestwick-pc.gov.uk

Mon 30 Mar O&W Annual Parish Meeting, 7.30pm. Pavilion. All invited. clerk@oakingtonandwestwick-pc.gov.uk

Tue 31 Mar Mobile Library, 1.50–2.20pm. Coles Lane.

Sat   4 Apr Village Walk & Talk, 10.30am. Meet by Church on High Street. Alice J – OWNeighbours@gmail.com

Thu   9 Apr Chess Club, 7pm. Interested in joining? Contact Ranko Pinter – ranpin@gmail.com or 07766 052025

Thu   9 Apr O&W WI, 7.30pm. Church Hall. Elaine Bailey – elainebailey1@live.co.uk

Fri 10 Apr Minibus to Bar Hill, 10am. To book ring Teri Seaber – 07711 5310044

Fri 10 Apr Country Dancing, 8–10pm. Histon Methodist Church. Kathryn Coles – 01223 233191

Sat 11 Apr Messy Church, 3–5pm. Church Hall. Cate Lambert – catelambert@hotmail.co.uk or 07533 152519

Mon 13 Apr O&W Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm. Pavilion. All invited. clerk@oakingtonandwestwick-pc.gov.uk

Tue 14 Apr Tuesday Talk & Tea, 2.45pm. “Reducing Food Waste”. Church Hall. Marian Cleaver – 01223 232897

Wed 15 Apr Sustainable O&W, 7.30pm. Church Hall. “Pollinators & APollOW”. sustainableow@gmail.com

Thu 16 Apr Philosopher’s Café, 7pm. Interested in joining? Contact Ranko Pinter – ranpin@gmail.com or 07766 052025

Tue 21 Apr WI Craft Club, 7.30pm. White Horse pub. Visitors £5. Elaine Bailey – elainebailey1@live.co.uk 

Wed 22 Apr Book Club, 7.30pm. White Horse. “If Cats Disappeared from the World”. Natalie – nataliewant@hotmail.com

Fri   1 May Minibus to Bar Hill, 10am. To book ring Teri Seaber – 07711 531004

Fri   1 May Mobile Library, 1.50–2.20pm. Coles Lane.

Sat   2 May Village Walk & Talk, 10.30am. Meet by Church on High Street. Alice J – OWNeighbours@gmail.com

Sun   3 May Lakeside Tea & Jazz, 3–5pm. 9A Longstanton Road. OWN – OWNeighbours@gmail.com 

Sat   9 May Messy Church, 3–5pm. Church Hall. Cate Lambert – catelambert@hotmail.co.uk or 07533 152519

Sat   9 May Plant Swap, 10–noon. 36 Coles Lane. sustainableow@gmail.com

Sun 10 May Plant Swap, 2–4pm. 36 Coles Lane. sustainableow@gmail.com

Mon 11 May O&W Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm. Pavilion. All invited. clerk@oakingtonandwestwick-pc.gov.uk

Tue 12 May Tuesday Talk & Tea, 2.45pm. To be confirmed. Church Hall. Marian Cleaver – 01223 232897

Wed 13 May Sustainable O&W, 7.30pm. Church Hall. “Climate Change Gardening”. sustainableow@gmail.com

Thu 14 May Chess Club, 7pm. Interested in joining? Contact Ranko Pinter – ranpin@gmail.com or 07766 052025

Thu 14 May O&W WI, 7.30pm. Church Hall. Elaine Bailey – elainebailey1@live.co.uk

Tue 19 Apr WI Craft Club, 7.30pm. White Horse pub. Visitors £5. Elaine Bailey – elainebailey1@live.co.uk 

Thu 21 May Philosopher’s Café, 7pm. Interested in joining? Contact Ranko Pinter – ranpin@gmail.com or 07766 052025

Fri 22 May Country Dancing, 8–10pm. Histon Methodist Church. Kathryn Coles – 01223 233191  

 BIN
 DAYS

Fri 10 Apr, Fri 24 Apr, 
Fri 8 May, Fri 22 May.

Black bins

Fri 17 Apr, Fri 1 May,  
Fri 15 May, Fri 29 May.

Blue &
Green bins
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There is a DEFIBRILLATOR at the pavilion (hanging outside the patio doors). If 
you come across someone who has had a cardiac arrest, call 999 and start CPR, 
while sending someone to fetch the defibrillator – open box, take out defibrillator, 
shut box (alarm goes off), open defibrillator and it talks to tell you what to do.

SAVE THE DATE! Village Day Saturday 27 June
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With the brighter days it’s good to be able to get outside and 
enjoy the green spaces around the village. The Recreation 
Ground is an amazing asset: its perimeter path lets you 
stretch your legs in all weathers, the seating areas are sun-
traps and the orchard a tranquil haven for humans and 
insects alike. In this issue we mark the anniversary of the 
opening of the footpath from Mansell Wood to Centenary 
Wood, another wonderful spot to get out and enjoy the 
blossom and skylarks. And we remember the very sunny but 
completely life-changing spring of six years ago.

Changes in land use are proposed for part of Oakington & 
Westwick Parish and you can read more about these and the 
Parish Council’s response on page 21. It’s great to report 
that the community now has its full quota of Parish 
Councillors – thank you to the new 
members.

Finally, in May we welcome back a 
much-loved event, the Tea & Jazz by 
the lake – see you there!

Jenny Prince & Graham Tregonning, Editors

The Journal is published on 
behalf of the Oakington & 
Westwick Community 
Association, to inform residents 
about events, activities and 
issues in the parish. It’s 
delivered free to all residents 
and is funded by advertising, 
the Parish Council and the 
Community Association.

Journal Team: 
Graham Tregonning & Jenny 
Prince (editors),  
Ela Yates (business manager),
Adrienne Chaplin (distribution), 
Ranko Pinter (chair).

Send contributions to
oakwestjournal@gmail.com

or phone: 01223 233510 (Jenny) 
or 01223 233208 (Graham)

DEADLINE FOR 
JUN/JUL 2026 ISSUE:
6pm Tuesday 19 May

To advertise in the Journal, 
please email

oakwestjournal@gmail.com 

Advert costs Single 1 year*

Business card £21 £84

¼ page
(portrait)

£33 £132

½ page
(landscape)

£63 £252

* Six for the price of four

Adverts for the next issue must 
be received by 12 May.

Inclusion of an advertisement does 
not imply endorsement by the 

Oakington & Westwick Journal of  
the product or service advertised.

Is there a season as full of hope as spring?
William Wordsworth was certainly moved by spring:

‘Through primrose tufts, in that green bower.
The periwinkle trails its wreaths.
And ’tis my faith that every flower,
Enjoys the air it breathes.’

Spring is when hibernating animals are waking up; 
hedgehogs begin their search for earthworms, slugs and snails after sunset, and hazel 
dormice look for early blossom, often blackthorn, leaving their winter homes in leaf 
litter and log piles. Pipistrelle bats begin their evening search for moths, midges and 
beetles and male great crested newts leave log piles and tree roots to return to water to 
perform their courting dances. We hope they are still in our village pond. Peacock and 
small tortoiseshell butterflies emerge from sheds where they have been hibernating.  

Robins and other birds have worked out where they will nest, and 
most animals are preparing for courtship.

Spring is when many water birds like swans, geese and duck return 
north to Iceland, Greenland, Norway and Siberia to mate; and we 
welcome other migrants from Africa to breed here. The first to arrive 

are often wheatears (meaning white rump), sand martins and chiffchaffs. House 
martins, swallows and swifts come later and the bird which traditionally signals 
spring to us, the cuckoo, waits until May to call to us. Alas, the sound of this male 
bird, whose partner has very lazy parenting habits, is now quite rare.

Wild plants are starting to raise their flowers, so early bumble bees are attracted by 
nectar. The first butterflies of the season are also searching for nectar. These include 
brimstone, often the first to appear. Its yellow colour, similar to butter, is thought to be 
the reason for the name ‘butterfly.’ Orangetips are also early, again obviously named, 
and peacock have large ‘eyes’ on the wings, which keep predators like birds away. 
Comma butterflies, with their ragged wings that look as though they have been 
damaged by brambles, are mysterious about their hibernating habits. It is likely that 
they spend winter in hollow trees. Red admiral can appear in March. Because of their 
bright colours, they were called ‘admirable’ in the 18th century, from which its 
modern name evolved. The larvae of many of these early butterflies – peacock, small 
tortoiseshell, comma and red admiral – are dependent on nettles for their food. 

Many of the wild plants that flower early are those that grow under trees and must 
produce their petals and nectar before the tree canopy brings its shade. These include 
bluebells, primroses and garlic mustard. There’s lots of stories connecting fairies with 
bluebells and primroses. Many bluebells in this country are actually Spanish 
bluebells. Their heads look up and are a paler blue colour, where the true English 
flower hangs downwards and is darker blue. English bluebells are protected but there 
are lots of hybrids about. Wild daffodils are quite rare in our countryside. SOW 
planted some daffodils into our roadside grass areas last autumn, but these are 
cultivated daffodils, as are most in our gardens. They are still a magnificent sight at 
this time of the year (further reference to Wordsworth probably unnecessary).

John Terry
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Your bin(s) beautifully cleaned, 
disinfected and deodorised 

every 4 weeks.

Nothing to pay until your bin has 
been cleaned for the first time.

Tel: 01223 277747

Book online at 
www.wheeliefreshbins.com
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Parish Councillors
Chair: Tony Starling
cllr.starling@oakingtonandwestwick-
pc.gov.uk
Vice-Chair: Stephen Moore

John Bailey Julie Grove
Ranko Pinter Linda Wellard
May Wheeler Tom Westcott
Daniel O’Donovan

Parish Website
www.oakingtonandwestwick-pc.gov.uk
Correspondence to the Council 
should be addressed to the Clerk:
Mrs Laura Lawrence – Email:
clerk@oakingtonandwestwick-pc.gov.uk
Post: 4 Meadow Farm Close

Oakington CB24 3AS
Phone: 07903 295860
District Councillors
O & W, Longstanton, Northstowe
Natalie Warren-Green – 07990 553997
Lead Cabinet Member for Environment
cllr.warrengreen@scambs.gov.uk

Tom Bygott – 07765 475513
cllr.bygott@scambs.gov.uk
County Councillor
O & W, Longstanton, Northstowe, Over
Luis Navarro – 07817 211960
luis.navarro@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
On Facebook:
longstantonoakingtonnorthstowe
Member of Parliament
St Neots and Mid Cambridgeshire
Ian Sollom
ian.sollom.mp@parliament.uk
www.iansollom.org Facebook: IanFSollom

VILLAGE INFORMATION
Community Association
oakington.westwick.ca@gmail.com

Oakington & Westwick Neighbours
(OWN)  – 07902 111786
OWNeighbours@gmail.com

Oakington Primary School
01223 232328
office@oakington.cambs.sch.uk

Pavilion Booking Administrator
Tony Leadley – 07936 024587
oakingtonpavilion@gmail.com

Village Stores & Post Office
Thiru Kunaratnam – 01223 232327

Hardship Fund
07718 068941, Celine on 07541 997299 
or oak.west.hardship.fund@outlook.com

From our Parish Council
New Parish Councillors. We are pleased to report that May Wheeler 
and Tom Westcott were co-opted onto the Parish Council at our 
February meeting. We look forward to working with them both. That 
leaves us with no vacancies for the first time in many years!

Parish Council Elections. Having said the above, all nine seats on the 
Parish Council will be up for election on 7 May. Nominations need to be 
hand-delivered to South Cambs District Council between 30 March and 
9 April. So, if you are interested in putting yourself forward, you will 
need to be quick! Further details can be found at 
scambs.gov.uk/elections/elections-2026.

Proposed Cambridge to Rede Pipeline. By now, you should have 
received a flyer from Anglian Water about a proposed new pipeline 
which would run from Lolworth to the Rede storage reservoir in 
Suffolk. This is the second stage of a 70-kilometre Grafham to Rede 
pipeline that will transfer water from Grafham Water Treatment Works.  
Further details can be found at: tinyurl.com/3xjzvxej

As the pipeline will come through our village (via Cambridge Road and 
across to Dry Drayton Road) we have invited Anglian Water to attend 
the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 30 March, 7.30pm to speak 
about the plans. They will also be holding a public drop-in before the 
meeting from 6.30pm, so that individuals can ask questions. Please do 
consider coming along to speak with the developers.

Cambridge 25 – please see separate report on page 21. The developers 
will also be attending the Annual Parish Meeting on 30 March. Please 
do come along and ask questions of them/share any concerns.

Speed Reduction Measures. Parish Council representatives met with 
Girton Parish Council and County Highways in February in response to 
concerns about the new speed cushions. Following on from that, a joint 
working group has been formed, consisting of councillors and residents 
from both villages. The group will produce an evidence log (photos, 
measurements, feedback) and coordinate engagement with CCC 
Highways. Its purpose is to look at the effectiveness of the current traffic 
calming measures, explore concerns raised, and consider whether 
improvements or alternatives could better meet safety 
aims. 

As always, we welcome your feedback on any parish 
related matters, either via email to 
clerk@oakingtonandwestwick-pc.gov.uk or in person
at a Parish Council meeting.

Tony Starling, Chair

Oakington and Westwick Community 
Association

Following their Annual General Meeting on 3 February, the 
Community Association are pleased to announce that Village Day this 
year will again be on the last weekend in June: Saturday 27 June.

And after a two-year break, it is the intention to 
hold a bonfire and fireworks night this year on 
Saturday 7 November at the Recreation Ground. 
Early preparations are under way and we hope to 
confirm more details in the next edition. For all 
enquiries, please contact Jo Mills 
bjomills@outlook.com.

Elodie Cameron & Andy Dillnutt

Countless Individual Volunteers

Events/Activities:  Journal, Crossways (new), Village Day, Bonfire 
Night, Xmas Tree & Carols, Spring Market, Flaming June Marshalls

Community Groups:  Tennis Club, Bowls, Scouts/Brownies/Cubs, 
Football, EAG, OWN, TAG, Gardening Club, Country Dancing, 
Oakington Singers, WI, Ten Sing, Humpty Dumpty, PSA, Monday 
Café, Tuesday Talk and Tea, Parish Council, Pavilion Management
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01223 850938
cambridge@greenwoodhomecare.co.uk

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Award-winning 
home care in the 
Cambridge area
We provide high-quality care to help you 
live independently, in the comfort of your 
own home. Our friendly, and well-trained 
carers, can support you with things like 
personal care, medication, companionship 
or anything else you need.

DAY, LIVE-IN OR 
NIGHT CARE AVAILABLE

FREE ASSESSMENT

www.greenwoodhomecare.co.uk



From the Councils

From our District Councillors
Mobile Phone Coverage and the Planned Northstowe 
Mast. Mobile phone coverage remains uneven across parts 
of our ward, with Oakington – particularly the area around 
St Andrew's Church – being a well-known not-spot for some
networks. Improving connectivity is important for everyday 
communication, home working and safety, and progress in 
this area is therefore welcome.

A new mobile phone mast is planned near the Longstanton 
Park & Ride site as part of wider infrastructure provision for
Northstowe. Because of its location and orientation, some 
residents in Oakington might see a modest improvement in 
signal. At that point, feedback from Oakington residents will
be helpful. Information about whether reception has 
improved, and on which networks, can help build a clearer 
picture of what further steps may be needed to address 
remaining gaps. This evidence can be valuable when 
engaging with mobile operators and infrastructure 
programmes about future improvements.

Local Plan Consultation. During the recent consultation on
the draft Greater Cambridge Local Plan, which closed on 
30 Jan, I requested that the proposed green separation 
between Northstowe and the villages of Oakington and 
Longstanton should be properly marked on the Local Plan 
maps to prevent ambiguity and the possibility that they 
could be further reduced in size in the future. I also 
submitted two objections where I believe the Local Plan, as 
drafted, to be unsound. 

On employment land, I raised a soundness objection to the 
concentration of large logistics hubs along the A14 corridor 
in South Cambridgeshire. Our area already suffers from 
severe shortages of housing and labour. Adding further 
labour-intensive logistics uses here risks worsening traffic, 
increasing long-distance commuting, and placing additional 
strain on infrastructure and local communities.

At Cambridge East, the current airport site, the Plan requires
a “contemporary approach to urban design” that "embraces 
modernity". It is not the place of a Local Plan to enforce one
particular architectural ideology, especially one whose 
mistakes are increasingly evident. 

Development Corporation for Greater Cambridge. The 
Government has been consulting on proposals to establish 
this body, which could take on significant planning and 
development responsibilities in the area. There is a real risk 
that local voices and democratic accountability will be 
sidelined. Once planning control is lost, it may be very 
difficult to regain. South Cambridgeshire is a very rural 
district, and it is vital that those making decisions that will 
shape our area for decades truly understand where we live, 
the communities here, and the countryside itself. 

Local Government Reorganisation. The
Government will make a final decision this
summer, and new unitary councils are then
due to begin operating in a shadow
capacity from May 2027, with full
implementation expected in April 2028.

Cllr Tom Bygott

Thank you Oakington & Westwick. Many of you have 
been particularly active in the last few months asking about 
environmental preservation and flood management as 
building continues in Northstowe, about how to report anti-
social behaviour, in particular mopeds on walkways and car 
meets in the area, and the continued asks about District 
Council Services and how to access them on the new 
website. Thank you to all the residents and community 
groups who have been contacting me and working with me.

Here are some updates from SCDC linked to the key 
concerns you raised with me: 

SCDC Corporate Action Plan and budget – Supporting 
Green Initiatives. In February’s Full Council meeting, 
plans for the next twelve months were signed off, which will
see major progress on the Council’s Being Green to Our 
Core priority, including the ongoing roll-out of weekly food 
waste collections to reduce food waste being sent to landfill.
Construction will continue of a solar energy park to help 
power the Council’s growing fleet of electric bin lorries.

Boosting Financial Resilience and Tackling the Cost of 
Living. With many residents still facing financial pressures, 
the Council will continue providing its comprehensive cost-
of-living support package. A budget of £449,000 is set aside 
to help residents through the next two years through 
schemes such as emergency food and energy support, 
workshops, budgeting and debt advice, white goods and 
furniture for vulnerable people and laptops with digital 
training. The Low-Income Family Tracker will continue to 
proactively identify households at risk of financial hardship 
and ensure they are claiming the benefits they are entitled to,
helping prevent crises before they escalate. 

Next Steps for the Greater Cambridge Local Plan. The 
Council continues to develop the new Greater Cambridge 
Local Plan through its Greater Cambridge Shared Planning 
(GCSP) service with Cambridge City Council. It will be the 
first joint Local Plan for Cambridge and South 
Cambridgeshire – and more than 4,500 comments were 
received during a recent eight-week consultation. This 
marks a major step in planning for the region’s future – 
ensuring new homes, jobs and supporting facilities can come
forward sustainably while protecting the region’s 
environment, character and quality of life. 

Reporting Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB). As Cabinet 
member I have been working with councillors across the 
City and South Cambs on issues with hotspots for ASB. 
Having in 2025 achieved a Public Service Protection Order 
(PSPO) for Milton Park and Ride (P&R), in February we 
consulted on the need for a PSPO for Babraham Road P&R. 
I would like to encourage residents across our ward to 
continue to report ASB as it’s essential to have reports of 
disturbance in order for me to work with
officers at SCDC on assessments leading to
consultation and action. Please use 
tinyurl.com/29h4pap8 to report any
disturbances. 

Cllr Natalie Warren-Green

Contact details for all Councillors are on page 5.
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From the Councils & Community Action Group

Environmental Action Group
Members of our Flood Mitigation Group (FMG)
together with our district councillor Natalie Warren-
Green met with the head planners at the Greater
Cambridge Shared Planning Service in February to discuss 
our concerns relating to potential increased flood risk if the 
proposed Cambridge 25 business and logistics park goes 
ahead near Slate Hall Farm. Adequate mitigation of water 
runoff from the site into Oakington Brook will be essential, 
but we are also asking for some of the development land to 
be used for attenuation ponds that could be used to mitigate 
water flows already in the brook. The planners agreed that 
this would be a very reasonable addition and confirmed that 
they would support it if the developers came forward with 
such a proposal. However, while they are pushing for the 
development to provide betterment to our village, if none is 
forthcoming that will not in itself be a
reason to refuse the proposed business
and logistics park. Similar considerations
apply to our request for a cycleway and
footpath along Dry Drayton Road to link
the development to Oakington.

Separately, Andrew Dennis of our FMG also took part in a 
webinar with the Cambridge 25 developers in early March. 
The webinar was part of their additional public consultation 
following revisions to their original site plan last September.
We understand that the developers do not have plans at this 
stage for additional attenuation on Oakington Brook or for a 
cycleway/footpath, but are investigating whether they could 
be added. Meanwhile, we have arranged a meeting with our 
MP, Ian Sollom, to seek his support for our proposals for 
flood attenuation and cycle paths if and when a planning 
application is submitted for Cambridge 25.

In other news, we have continued discussions with Histon 
and Impington Green Spaces (HIGS) on the possibility of 
monitoring water quality in Beck Brook and its tributaries. 
So far, funding for the project has not yet been secured. We 
also continue to work with Sustainable Oakington and 
Westwick (SOW) on the APollOW nature recovery project, 
and this will be the topic of the next SOW meeting on 
15 April. Work on our other projects, including information 
boards, the “Oakington and Westwick in bloom” flower 
tubs, and maintenance of the village pond, continues in the 
background. 
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From our County Councillor
Cambridge Biomedical Campus Expansion. The County 
Council has agreed a partnership with Prologis to enable the 
next phase of expansion at the Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus. The plans include investment in transport 
improvements, green infrastructure, and a community fund. 
Any future commercial returns (subject to planning consent)
will help support the Council’s core services.

New Data-Led Poverty Prevention System. The Council 
will procure a new data-led platform to identify households 
who could benefit from income-maximisation support. This 
follows recommendations from the Cambridgeshire Poverty 
Strategy Commission. Similar systems have shown 
significant impact. 

Safe Disposal of Batteries. RECAP is urging residents to 
dispose of batteries safely following recent incidents, 
including a fire at Thalia’s Alconbury waste transfer station 
and thirteen bin-lorry fires in the past year.

Batteries should never be placed in general waste. Recycling
points are available at Household Recycling Centres, 
supermarkets, DIY stores, and any shop selling batteries. 
For more information: tinyurl.com/5e3abbxv

Potholes and Road Defects. The Council is managing a 
sharp national rise in road defects, which has also affected 
crew availability. During the week of 9 March, 30 repair 
crews were deployed – far above the normal seven – 
including overnight teams. Persistent wet weather and 
limited opportunities to close roads continue to delay 
repairs. Despite insufficient Government funding, the 
Council is increasing its own investment to maintain 
progress.

Peat Soil Roads – Parliamentary Update. MP Ian Sollom 
has raised in Parliament the high costs and short lifespan of 

works on roads built on peat soil – something affecting 
routes locally, including the B1050. The Transport Secretary
has committed to raising the matter with ministers.

2026/27 Maintenance Programme. This year’s programme
includes carriageway works on Water Lane, from Arcadia 
Gardens to Cambridge Road (C197). I have requested this 
be prioritised, as the temporary repair undertaken shortly 
after I was elected has now reached the end of its lifespan.

Cambridge Road Traffic Calming – Design, Safety and 
Community Engagement. As I have shared previously, the 
traffic-calming scheme on Cambridge Road was developed 
jointly by Oakington & Westwick and Girton Parish 
Councils to address persistent speeding and a history of 
collisions along this stretch, including one fatality. The 
intention was to achieve consistent compliance with a 
30mph limit throughout the route.

On 16 February, both Parish Councils met with County 
Highways officers to review resident feedback. The scheme 
is now in its formal monitoring phase. A Stage 3 Road 
Safety Audit will take place, and any recommendations will 
be reviewed and acted upon where appropriate.

Resident involvement continues to be high, and I receive 
feedback from those on both sides of the debate. This 
reflects a shared underlying concern: we all want safer 
roads. My role is to take an objective, evidence-based 
approach, listen to all viewpoints and ensure that concerns 
are properly examined by the Council.

I would encourage everyone engaging in this
discussion to recognise the common ground we
share and to approach differing views with
understanding. Road safety is a responsibility
we all hold together.

Cllr Luis Navarro

Stephanie Smith

https://tinyurl.com/5e3abbxv


10 Oakington & Westwick Journal



Community Action Group, School & Pre-school

Oakington & Westwick Neighbours
Oakington and Westwick Neighbours 
is a group of some twenty volunteers 
in the village who can help you with 
small tasks and doing errands if these are things you need 
help with, and visit anyone who needs some company. 
Please do get in touch with us if you're interested.

Preparations are under way for our main fundraiser – Tea & 
Jazz – a Sunday afternoon event hosted generously by the 
Butlins in their lakeside garden near the crossroads. There 
will be music, tea and many cakes to consume. It's at 
9a Longstanton Road on 3 May at 3pm, priced at £6 (£2 for 
kids). Please check out posters in the village, OakyFolk on 
Facebook and page 24 for more details.

Phone us on 07902 111786 or email 
owneighbours@gmail.com.

Matt Saunders

Oakington C of E Primary School 
Parent Staff Association
We had a fantastic quiz night hosted by Dave 
Barrett with seven teams from the village and 
school community helping us raise £330 for the PSA. The 
evening was as competitive as ever with the winner's trophy 
claimed by MOGA, a team of parents from the school, who 
were crowned the 2026 champions. 

We are looking ahead to our summer fayre which will be 
held on Friday 5 June from 3.30pm. More details will be 
shared using our facebook over the coming months. 

Angela Barber

Oakington Cottontails 
Preschool
What a lovely Spring term we’ve been having 
at preschool, enjoying the sunshine with lots 
of picnic snacks outside in the garden.

In the future, we are hoping to arrange to visit the mobile 
library van in Oakington, but for now we have made our 
own play library at preschool with our role play shop. The 
children have been choosing their books and using the 
scanner to check them out!

We also really enjoyed our activities based on The Colour 
Monster book that we read at preschool. This is a wonderful 
book which explores feelings and provided great 
opportunities for the children to talk about their feelings and 
know that it’s okay to feel different ways sometimes. We 
then made our own feelings jars, which were really lovely.

In our Rising Fives sessions, we have been learning about 
our community. We are making a giant map and we drew on 
the roads from preschool to our homes, adding photos of our 
homes and pictures of other local places we visit. We also  
plan to write postcards home and we will walk to the post 
office to post them.

Shrove Tuesday was 
during half term 
when we were 
closed, so we made 
pancakes at a later 
date instead; this 
was lots of fun with 
the children helping 
to add the 
ingredients and 
eating the pancakes 
of course, yummy! 
After this, we still 
had eggs left, so 
another day we made 
scrambled eggs on 
toast for snack 
which was also very 
much enjoyed.  

We are a community 
interest company, so non-profit-making, and we greatly 
appreciate any support you can give. Please take a look at 
our Amazon wish list tinyurl.com/4yps7pfr

We welcome children from the age of two upwards. We 
accept government funding for 2–, 3– and 4–year olds and 
we accept the government tax-free childcare scheme 
towards fees. If you would like to apply for a place or for 
further information about the preschool and what we have to 
offer, you can visit our website, follow us on social media or 
get in touch using the contact details below.

Laura Norman & Emma Pell, Oakington Cottontails
Email: info@oakingtoncottontailspreschool.com

Phone: 07960 588773
Web: www.cottontailspreschool.com
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Clubs and Groups

Sustainable Oakington & Westwick

Thank you to our amazing repairers and to everyone who 
helped at or came along to the Repair Cafe in February! We 
saw 97 items, fixed 87 and saved 184 kg from going to 
landfill, as well as preventing 1366 kg of CO2 emissions. 
“Fantastic – very friendly and helpful, repairers super-
knowledgeable and patient.” We had a VIP guest in the 
shape of Ian Sollom MP, who was conducted around the 
Repair Cafe by some of the younger SOW members.

We’ve also had some fascinating talks. In February, Paul 
Kershaw explained how and why to improve indoor air 
quality – the top tip was “purge ventilation”: open all the 
windows fully for just 10–15 minutes. In March we 
welcomed volunteers from Harston Food Hub and 
Northstowe Community Pantry, describing the amazing 
work of these projects to prevent both food waste and food 
poverty by redistributing fresh (and longlife) food.

It’s been good to see the bulbs we planted on some of the 
village verges in flower. Leaving these verges long for 
wildlife in spring and summer will help pollinators and other 
insects, at a time when their populations are crashing. 
Another way to help is to take part in our village monitoring 
scheme (APollOW) – it takes 15 minutes with an easy 
phone app.

Upcoming events – all are welcome:

• 15 Apr How to help pollinators and a refresher/update 
on APollOW

• 9 May Plant swap, 10–12 am, 36 Coles Lane
• 10 May Plant swap, 2–4 pm. See page 24
• 13 May Climate Change Gardening – by a local 

organisation of experts. If you love gardening 
and are keen to do something about the 
climate and biodiversity crises, don’t miss it!

Jenny Prince

For everyone who’s concerned about nature 
and the environment. All are welcome to 
SOW meetings, at 7.30pm in the Church Hall 
on the second Wednesday in the month. 

sustainableow@gmail.com / sustainableow.co.uk

Country Dance Club

Jane and I look forward to seeing you on 10 April and 
22 May for more fun evenings of dancing and friendship. 
We cater for all abilities, have a Caller and live music. Do 
come and have a go.

Kathryn Coles

Meets in Histon Methodist Church, one 
Friday a month, 8–10 pm. Adults £4, 
accompanied children 50p. Soft shoes 
or trainers are recommended.

Tuesday Talk & Tea

At the Tuesday 14 April meeting Elaine Bailey will be 
speaking and demonstrating on “Nine items of food you 
need not throw away". This is something relevant to all of us 
and the environment! The meeting topic for 12 May is to be 
arranged.

Marian Cleaver

The Tuesday Talk and Tea Club meets in 
the Church Hall at 2.45–4.45pm on the 
second Tuesday of the month, for a talk 

or activity followed by a delicious home-made tea. We 
welcome all comers, especially if the subject that month is 
of special interest to you.
More info: 01223 232897 / marianccleaver@gmail.com.

1st Oakington Squirrels

We've been busy 
Squirrels this half term! 
We've been looking at 
the area we live in and 
what we can do to help 
out locally. We've been 
on a walk around Girton 
College, talked about 
what makes a local 
superhero and even 
designed our own! We 
are soon going to be 
local superheroes 
ourselves as we visit a 
care home to bring some 
songs and laughter to 
the residents.

We are currently full, but to join our waiting list or if you 
would be interested in helping with a group of amazing 4–6 
year olds, please contact 
nikki.henrywood@oakingtonscouts.org.uk.

Nikki Henrywood

Squirrels (aged 4–6) meet 
5pm on term-time Thursdays at 
Oakington Primary school. If you 

are interested in joining our waiting list or knowing more, 
please email nikki.henrywood@oakingtonscouts.org.uk
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Clubs and Groups

Oakington & Westwick Tennis Club

The Tennis Club needs YOU!
The tennis courts are a wonderful community asset enjoyed 
by many in the village and from further afield.

The club committee is now looking to recruit new 
committee members from Oakington so that three of our 
long-serving officers can stand down. It's really not an 
arduous task and we are all friendly people! It's fun when 
we get together and you don’t even have to play tennis 
yourself!

In brief, the committee generally meets four times a year 
(meetings are not long and usually business is dealt with 
within an hour), we arrange court spraying and weeding in 
spring and autumn, manage membership, and co-run the 
annual Oakington Quiz night with John Barnett.

Please do consider joining the committee to keep the club 
going.

Gill Attmore

Club members can use hard courts 
at the Recreation Ground. Our 
subscription year runs 1 April – 31 

March. Membership: £65 family, £45 adults, £20 for juniors. 
To join or for more info, contact oakingtontc@gmail.com.

Oakington & Westwick Short Mat Bowls 
Club

If you would like to give bowls a try, come 
and join us as our guest. We play 
throughout the year at the Pavilion, on 
Thursday evenings 7.30–9.30pm.

We have spare bowls and you just need some soft, flat-
soled shoes. If you would like more information, please 
contact Dawn Stokes on 01223 236427.

Oakington & Westwick Table Tennis Group

Table tennis is good for your mental health as 
well as your physical health – heart rate, 
reaction times, coordination, muscles and 
joints. Join us for fun and laughter – we are a 

small, friendly club, of mixed ability. We play every Tuesday 
at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, and welcome new players. Bats 
provided. More info: Gillian L'Angellier – 01223 234758.

Messy Church

Held on the second Saturday of the 
month, 3–5pm at St Andrew's church 
hall. All families welcome. Messy Church 
is doing church differently: a chance for 
the whole family to spend time together, 

enjoying craft activities, eating together, celebrating and 
sharing the gift of God’s love. For any further information, 
contact Cate: catelambert@hotmail.co.uk or 07533 152519.

Oakington Singers

Let me introduce our expert 
accompanist, Dulcie 
Torrans! Dulcie grew up in 
Lytham St Annes and, after 
completing a Music degree, 
went on to study for her 
Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education at Cambridge 
University. Having 
completed last July, we are 
delighted that she chose to 
take up a teaching post in 
this area in September and were thrilled when she 
immediately volunteered to join our choir. She is a talented 
keyboard player who now accompanies us at rehearsals as 
well as at our many performances. She also sings Tenor, a 
rarity, and always the most sought-after section of any choir, 
so we really do feel we have hit it lucky. It is very gratifying 
to know she enjoys our friendly group as much as we 
appreciate her. She fits in very well, takes an active role in 
all aspects of our activities, and has quickly become a great 
asset to Paul, our Musical Director.

This term we have been busy putting together an exciting 
programme of Music Through The Ages which we have 
been invited to perform at Girton Golf Club on Monday 
23 March. Such is our vast repertoire that it was difficult to 
choose just a small selection from our music to cover the 
medieval period right through to pop and musicals of today. 
Needless to say this programme is full of absolute favourites 
which we hope we can perform to an Oakington audience 
before too long! Oh, and yes, we will be at Village Day on 
Saturday 27 June and will be singing at some of the Easter 
Services in St Andrew’s soon.

If, like Dulcie, you would like to give us a try, feel free to 
contact Helen Williams, 01223 232614 or just turn up to St 
Andrew’s Church Hall for our Monday rehearsal from 
7.30pm till 9.00pm. We are confident that, however tired 
you may feel, you will come away rejuvenated and set up 
for the week… just like us! 

Helen Williams

We are a four-part community choir which 
rehearses on a Monday in the Church Hall, 
7.30–9 pm. Come along and give us a try! For 
more information, or if you would like us to 

sing at your event, please contact Helen Williams on 01223 
232614 / helenwilliams5@outlook.com or just drop in.
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Oakington Vikings

The Oakington Vikings would like to send a big Viking thank 
you to Zaid at Oakington’s Best Gardens Services for his 
continued support, having again sponsored this season’s 
football kit for the U15s.

“It is fantastic that we continue to have such great local 
support from  within the Village and having a local business 
provide the sponsorship that it does eases the financial burden 
on Viking families and allows them to focus on what is 
important, enjoying their football!” Alan Flood, U15s coach.

Winston Kho

First Team Winston & James 07834 465188
Under 15s & Welfare Winston 07968 716290
www.facebook.com/OakingtonVikingsFC



WI & War Recipes

Old Oakington Recipes
Food rationing in the Second World War produced a creative 
abundance of recipes adapted to available ingredients. 
Here’s an example – although with uncertainty over the 
quantities it would be hard to reproduce. You might have 
better luck with the “show” fruit cake recipe, from 1938 
when sugar, eggs and butter were still easy to acquire.

War Pudding
1 tablespoonful sugar. 1 cup flour. 1 tablespoonful?? suet & 
butter. 1 tablespoonful jam. Little milk. Soda.
Warm milk. Mix in teasp. soda. Mix dry ingredients. Put jam 
at bottom of basin. Steam 1½ hours.

Fruit cake – 1938 Show Receipt
4 ½ oz butter. 6oz brown sugar. 6 oz flour. 6oz sultanas. 
3 oz currants. 3 oz peel. ½ teasp baking powder. Pinch salt. 
Pinch spice. 3 eggs. Almonds for top.
Cream butter & sugar. Add eggs. Mix in dry ingredients. 
Bake at Regulo 4.

Both recipes are from the collection of Doris Nicholas, 
whose dairy farm was based at Waverley in High Street. Her 
granddaughters, Lillon and Charlotte, visited her often as 
children, riding their ponies from their home in St Ives down 
what is now the A14. In the early 1960s this was an ordinary 
country road, and the only time Lillon remembers any 
trouble from “traffic” was when a plane came over the road 
and its rushing shadow made her and her horse jump.

An alternative route, 
then as now, was 
through all the 
villages, although the 
airfield gates were 
only open for local 
traffic for half an hour 
each morning and 
evening. Lillon 
decided one day she 
would go home this 
way, which seemed 
much longer than the 
more direct route. She 
set off really early, 
imagining it would be an all-day trip, but found herself 
already at home by half past nine in the morning! 

Jenny Prince & Lillon Harrison
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Oakington and Westwick WI

As we start our new WI year, we wanted to share with 
Women of Oakington and Westwick … what Oakington 
and Westwick WI Does and Does Not Do!

We don’t: 

• We don’t sing Jerusalem at our monthly meetings.
• We don’t make jam and cakes – unless we are asked 

to for a special reason! (But we are really good at 
that).

• We don’t arrange flowers.
• We don’t all wear pearls, but you can if you want to!
• We don’t all have grey hair!
• We don’t do competitions at our monthly meetings.

What do we do?

• We have inspiring speakers on a variety of subjects.
• We have optional monthly craft, walking and lunch 

groups.
• We go on additional outings to the local theatre, 

river trips, meals out, bowling and so much more.
• We do a lot of chatting, laughing and forming 

friendships together.
• We give families the chance to have complete 

control of the TV remote once a month.
• We listen to what our members want and act on it in 

the range of our programme.
• We can access a wide range of additional activities, 

outings and coach trips put on by our local WI 
Federation.

• We can get involved, if we wish, in National WI 
campaigns. 

So, look at what you are missing, all this for 
£54 for the year! 

We are missing you… why not visit us at our next 
monthly meeting? You can try us out as a visitor for 

just £5. 

Dates of next meetings, held in the Church Hall, are 
9 April, 7pm for a 7:30pm start, and 14 May.

We hope to see you there!!!

Elaine Bailey

We meet on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7.30pm at the Church 
Hall. We are a friendly group and 
visitors are welcome at a charge of £5 . 

Contact Elaine Bailey elainebailey1@live.co.uk for more 
information.

Welcome a New Neighbour
If somebody has moved in near you, a village 
‘Welcome’ leaflet will help them feel at home. 
This has a map of the villages and some key 
information for new residents. Either let Bruce Sutherland 
know and he will deliver one, or pick one up from him and 
take it yourself – it’s a good excuse to knock on the door 
and say hello!  brucessutherland@aol.com/07730 817350

Lillon aged 12 with her pony, Lucky

How Are You South Cambs?

Connecting with others, getting 
active, learning a new skill, 
being creative, exploring the 
outdoors, volunteering – all 
these things (and more) can 
improve well-being. However it isn’t always easy to know 
what is on your doorstep or to feel comfortable trying 
something new. HAYsouthcambs.co.uk is a website that 
brings together a wide range of activities and sources of 
support that boost mental and physical well-being. 

https://haysouthcambs.co.uk/
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STEPHEN GRAY – CeMAP 
 

‘Your local Mortgage Broker’ 
Living in Oakington and serving the residents of  

Oakington, Westwick and Girton for 8 years 
 

‘For all mortgage scenarios’ 
Ø Residential and BTL mortgage advice 

Ø Loans for businesses 
Ø Protecting your debt and family assets 

 
Evening and weekend appointments available 

 
For more information, please contact me on… 

Office – 01223 635681 
Mobile – 07584 121473 

Email – steve@stgmortgagesolutions.co.uk 
Website – www.stgmortgagesolutions.co.uk  

 
 

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up the repayments on your mortgage. 

     Book your free expert consultation
       t: 01223 233 233   |   e: info@floor-coverings.net

w: floor-coverings.net 

Award Winning Local Flooring SpecialistsAward Winning Local Flooring Specialists

Dry Drayton Industries, 
Scotland Road, Cambridge,

CB23 8AT 
 

Open: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm



Commemorative Tree Planting & Pavilion

Covid-19 Day of Reflection
In September 2023 the UK Commission on Covid 
Commemoration recommended an annual UK-wide day of 
reflection and it was also agreed to find a way to preserve 
the wonderful tribute wall on London Embankment.

On Sunday 8 March, the 2026 Day of Reflection, we planted
a Wild Cherry tree and unveiled a commemorative plaque to
recognise the amazing way the community came together to 
support each other during the pandemic.

At the time it was remarkable how quickly things were set 
up to support the elderly, and people who were clinically 
vulnerable and had to remain isolated. The village even 
started its own COBRA style meetings, the first being six 
years ago on 16 March 2020.

OWN, Oakington and Westwick Neighbours, coordinated 
much of the work and had two dedicated phone lines that 
people could call when in need of assistance. The OWN 
team at the time were Lynda Fentiman, Jenny Prince, Di 
Wisbey, Alice Jondorf, Jo Bryant, Paul Kershaw, Julie 
Grove and Helen Moroney, with a lot of support from 
Adrienne Chaplin, and Teri Seaber on the phones. They set 
up “WhatsApp” groups to coordinate the work of the 
volunteers. And many people did sign up to help. In that 
way shopping and prescriptions were collected for those 
who were unable to do it themselves. Kevin Fentiman set up
a reimbursement system to avoid handling cash. OWN also 
organised “safe” activities which brought people together, 
like the scavenger hunt, the Advent windows, which are now
a regular event, and the community patchwork quilt which 
hangs over the door in the pavilion, along with a telephone 
tree and virtual cafe.

Ben Phillips quickly initiated a “JustGiving” page to support
the food bank and that transitioned into the Hardship Fund 
as we know it today, which was managed at the time by 
Ben, Lynne McAulay and Jo Mills. The money raised 
supported families in need in a range of ways, including 
home school equipment, and the Hardship Team also 
distributed Christmas dinners. The local churches also found
new ways to support their congregations through the most 
difficult periods.

The Community Association paid for a Zoom account, a 
shared resource which anyone could use, and they continued
to support the publication of the Journal, which, as always, 
was a valuable resource for local information and news.

Raj and Kanwal did an amazing job, working all hours in 

the village shop, making up people’s grocery orders for 
collection by the volunteers who did the home deliveries.

And we had a group of seamstresses, Paola Moore, Lynda 
Neech, Linda Ward, Pauline Marsh and Jane Goodyear 
making up masks, which they sold locally and raised over 
three and a half thousand pounds; they also made scrubs for 
the “Scrubs for Cambridgeshire” campaign. The money 
raised was used to support local causes, including the 
Hardship Fund, a new picnic table for the Orchard and a 
donation to the Age UK day centre in Cambridge. Many 
people around the village gave them fabrics to keep them 
going.

When I was fact checking for this article, someone told me 
they were really proud to be living in the village at that time,
when everyone pulled together to help each other.

District Councillor Natalie Warren-Green kindly unveiled 
the plaque which reads:

This tree stands as a living tribute to the strength and 
compassion shown by our community during the Covid-19 
Pandemic. We honour the volunteers who gave their time 
and care to support those in need, and we remember all who
were impacted, and those who lost their lives. May this tree 
grow as a symbol of resilience, kindness and hope for 
generations to come. Planted in reflection and remembrance
for the Covid-19 Day of Reflection, 8 March 2026.

Graham Tregonning 
Oakington Community Orchard Project Team

Oakington and
Westwick
Pavilion
3G Pitch
Our 3G pitch is available
all year round to hire.
Should your team wish 
to book please contact 
oakingtonpavilion@gmail.com for availability and prices. 

Meeting/Small Function Room
Do you know someone who has a business that might want 
to hire out our function room on an occasional or regular 
basis? We have a perfect meeting room that is free during 
the week. To hire the building please contact Tony Leadley 
at oakingtonpavilion@gmail.com.

Elaine Bailey, Pavilion Committee Chair
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Hobbies

Book Club

‘Raising Hare’ by Chloe Dalton

When lockdown led busy professional Chloe 
to leave the city to her renovated home in 
the countryside, she never expected to find 
herself custodian of a newly born hare. The 
book chronicles their journey together and 
the challenges of caring for a wild animal whist preparing 
for its return to the wild.

The author sets out to learn how to raise the leveret; she 
ensures it is free to make its own choices and the hare (she 
doesn’t give the animal a name) comes and goes, returning 
to the author’s garden and into her home and, as an adult, 
even bringing her own young to the house; an improbable 
bond of trust.

It also led the author to learn a new appreciation for nature 
and life itself and become more conscious of how humans 
affect the habitat around them, as well as the wildlife that 
depends on it.

If you'd like to join us we are discussing If Cats 
Disappeared from the World by Genki Kawamura on 
Wednesday 22 April at 7:30pm in the White Horse, all 
welcome. Contact nataliewant@hotmail.com for further 
information.

Angela North

Card Game Review

In Innovation, your civilisation 
advances through the ages, from the 
wheel to social media. Each 
technology can help your own 
society or interfere with your neighbours’, but often you 
find other players seem to benefit from your turn more than 
you did. It is an addictive blend of complexity and 
simplicity: there is only one type of card, yet the colours, 
symbols, and the way cards overlap create many strategies. 
But there's no point in strategising too much: the unrelenting 
pace of technological progress means you'll have to adapt to 
stay ahead. As technologies advance, the effects become 
increasingly absurd, making the endgame a gloriously 
chaotic back-and-forth. At 30–45 minutes, it is a refreshing 
break from longer, more predictable strategy games.

Jonathan Prince

Board Game Club

If you enjoy board games or would like to try out some new 
ones, a group of us meet once a month and you'd be very 
welcome to join the fun. No experience required, but expect 
something more interesting than Monopoly! 7:30pm on the 
last Thursday of the month. 
Email oakingtongames@gmail.com for more details.

Jenny Prince

Gardening Notes

April: One of the busiest months of the gardening year. 
Early flowering shrubs like Forsythia and Ribes can be 
pruned by cutting back to strong, new growth when 
flowering has finished. Last season’s stems on hardy 
Fuchsias can be cut back when new growth appears at the 
base and Privet and Photinia hedges can be trimmed to 
maintain their shape. 

Hardy annuals like Marigolds, Nigella, Zinnias and 
Cornflowers can be started now for a good summer display. 
Time to put in plant supports for heavy perennials like 
Paeony, Helenium, Rudbeckia and a tall structure for Sweet 
Peas to climb.

It’s a good time to sow brassicas like broccoli and sprouts 
for next winter’s harvest. Thin out seedlings of carrot, 
beetroot and parsnip to allow them to plump up. Second 
early potatoes can be planted now. Remember to ventilate 
the greenhouse and water well if the weather is warm.

May: Tie in new shoots of Clematis and Honeysuckle 
regularly. Prune wall trained Pyracantha by removing any 
shoots growing away from the wall. On a mild day harden 
off tender plants like Geraniums, Petunias and Begonias in a 
sheltered spot. Dahlias can be planted out and Sweet Peas 
planted under their support.

Sow a fast growing crop like lettuce or radish between the 
rows of slow growing brassicas. Dwarf French beans and 
runner beans should be started in trays or modules in the 
greenhouse. Pinch out the growing tips on broad beans when 
the lowest flowers have made small pods to avoid blackfly.

Finally ‘No Mow May’. Leave 
grass to grow long and provide a 
habitat for beneficial insects like 
bees and butterflies. One job less 
to do!

Ann and Peter Rayner
Our Bergenia is so easy to grow 

and always spectacular!

Chess Corner

White to move and win the 
game. But how can that be done 
when the black pawn on a3 
seems unstoppable to promotion 
in the next two moves?

And yet, there is a move that 
can secure White’s victory. Can 
you see it? 

If you can, please send your solution to me at 
ranpin@gmail.com If you not, wait until the next issue of 
the Journal, when the solution to this fiendish puzzle will be 
revealed.

Ranko Pinter
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Village Tool Share. Avoid buying a tool – borrow instead! Email sustainableow@gmail.com
 to join the WhatsApp group and share tools with neighbours.

mailto:sustainableow@gmail.com
mailto:sustainableow@gmail.com
mailto:ranpin@gmail.com
mailto:oakingtongames@gmail.com
mailto:nataliewant@hotmail.com
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Cambridge 25 Consultation 

Parish Council Response
At their meeting on the 9th March the Parish Council agreed 
their response to the Cambridge 25 Additional Consultation 
Proposals for the Wider Site Masterplan. Colour leaflets 
about this development appeared earlier through our 
letterboxes. 

The Parish Council invites everyone to read their response 
as it highlights several major issues with this plan. It is 
available on their website tinyurl.com/5n73yhdc, or scan QR 
code below. Here is a brief summary of the main points.

The True Nature and Scale of the Development

Behind a carefully curated presentation lies a development 
of a fundamentally different scale and character – one that 
poses serious and lasting risks to the Oakington community. 

This development is, in substance, not primarily an 
“employment park” as stated in their leaflet but a large 1.33 
million square feet road freight terminal, a warehousing and 
distribution centre, a logistics hub.

This purpose is implicitly acknowledged in the consultation 
materials, where it refers to: “providing large HGV yards 
with significant HGV parking bays… and space for drivers 
to park up/rest in addition to spaces for vehicles 
delivering/collecting.”

In their response, the Council acknowledged that the success
of the Cambridge economy… means more demand from 
companies for additional logistics and business space. Their 
objection is specific and principled:

The chosen location is fundamentally unsuitable. It fails 
on two essential grounds: Inadequate strategic highway 
access for the volume of HGV traffic proposed, and failure 
to meet the sustainability imperatives required by national 
policy.

Inadequate Highways Access

The consultation assertion that the site’s location is key to its
connectivity – directly off the A14 – is incorrect and 
misleading. The site connects to the A14 via two traffic-
light-controlled junctions on the A1307 local service road, 
both requiring significant redesign to accommodate the 
projected freight volumes – not included in the proposal. 
Also, without a major redesign of Girton Interchange, there 
is no suitable HGV access to the A428 and the 
Oxford–Cambridge Growth Corridor, which represents a 
nationally significant economic strategy, supported by 

investment in East-West Rail and improvements to the 
A428. 

In effect, the site is not properly integrated into the strategic 
freight network.

Ecologically Flawed

The consultation references the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), which supports sustainable economic 
growth. The UK has legally binding commitments to 
achieve a 68% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 
2030, relative to 1990 levels, and reach net zero by 2050. 
Rail freight produces approximately 75–80% lower CO₂ 
emissions per tonne-kilometre compared to road haulage, 
and it reduces congestion, particulate pollution, accident 
exposure, and long-term infrastructure costs. Given these 
well-established advantages, it is strategically and 
environmentally indefensible to locate a major distribution 
hub solely dependent on road freight when a multi-modal 
road/rail freight solution would deliver overwhelming 
ecological, fiscal and social benefits.

The omission of a rail-connected alternative represents a 
critical flaw in the conception of this project – a long-term 
decision with ecological consequences extending far beyond
Oakington and neighbouring communities.

Cambridge 25, in its current form and location, is not 
aligned with sustainable planning principles and should 
not proceed as proposed.

If despite these major objections the project goes ahead, the 
PC listed several necessary improvements to the plans in 
respect of landscaping, flood mitigation and cycle and 
pedestrian connectivity.

Ranko Pinter
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CARE CAR NEEDS HELP
WE ARE DESPERATELY SHORT OF DRIVERS

WE COVER COTTENHAM, OAKINGTON,
WESTWICK & RAMPTON

If you have a car and a bit of spare time, please think
about helping your Cottenham, Oakington, Westwick and

Rampton neighbours, by joining our care car scheme.

You will receive 30p per mile from your passengers and
every 3 months another 15p per mile from the council.
This is the most you can earn before having to pay tax.

There is no pressure to accept any job that may be
offered by the coordinator, so you can participate as and

when is convenient to you.

To give you an idea, our busiest
driver does an average of 15 jobs

a month, our drivers with less
time do an average of 4 jobs a

month. 

Even if you are not a driver you can contribute as a part-
time coordinator. This would involve standing in for the
full-time coordinator when they are away on holiday or

indisposed. 

Call us for a chat about what goes on and any other
questions you may have. Contact:

Coordinator – Andrea 07866 838720  (Care car phone)
Treasurer – Pete 07593 599321

https://tinyurl.com/24bzad9w
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Old Oakington & Weswick

Celebrating Fifteen Years of the 
Mansell Wood Bridge and Footpath
The bridge leading from Mansell Wood into the field 
beyond was installed fifteen years ago this March. A 
Forestry Commission grant also enabled some thinning and 
coppicing in Mansell Wood, then about fifteen years old. 

The building of the bridge and the opening of a new 
permissive footpath around the field made it possible to 
walk from Oakington to Centenary Wood, which had been 
planted the year before. The land is owned by County Farms 
and farmed by Peter Freeman.

Both woods have grown and the bridge and footpath have 
been very well used ever since.                                 Editors

Where Was This?
The picture in the last issue was obviously Station Road, but 
without any buildings it is difficult to pinpoint the exact 
spot.  Well we think we have found it for you.

Can You Name the Pub?
Here are a couple of lovely pictures, but from the size of the 
trees they must have been quite a few years apart. The 
sketch is from the Cambridge Collection and was drawn by 
W West in 1915. The photograph, from Ralph Warboys 
collection is obviously several years later, but we do not 
have an exact date. No need to identify the location this 
time, but the large building in front of the church used to be 
a Public House. It was closed despite protests on 30 June 
1905. Can you guess what it was called? The answer is on 
the “A Pub Crawl Through History” information board 
outside the White Horse.

Editors
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The opening of the bridge, 
reported Mar/Apr 2011 Journal

The opening of the bridge, 
reported Mar/Apr 2011 Journal



Police & Events
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Coffee with a Cop
On 10 February the “Tuesday Talk & Tea”
kindly hosted “Coffee with a Cop”. This is
a scheme run by the Neighbourhood
Policing Team, which enables residents to
chat informally to their local
Neighbourhood Team about issues of
concern to them and to learn about some
of the current challenges the local team
have to deal with. We were joined on the
day by Police Constable Bujar Mani and
Police Constable Chris Smits. 

We were able to discuss a minor incident
of anti-social behaviour which they had
followed up on and after which the
resident affected had taken advantage of
the Cambridge & Peterborough Bobby
Scheme, to have her home security
upgraded. There is a full length article on
the Bobby Scheme in the April/May 2025
edition of the Oakington & Westwick
Journal which can be accessed on the
Parish Council website.

The whole village had an open invitation
to the meeting, and a lady from Westwick

called in to tell us about off-road vehicles which were using 
the footpaths in Westwick. She was concerned about her 
safety and that of other walkers. The Police Team advised 

her that they have a dedicated team, the 
Rural Crime Action Team (RCAT), in 
the area to stamp out hare coursing, and
as the off-roaders could be involved, 
she should report them if it happens 
again: by phoning 101 for non-
emergency matters but always 999 in an
emergency (ie if hare coursing is 
active).

Graham Tregonning

Save the Date Saturday 27 June
Village Day 2026

LAKESIDE JAZZ & TEA

Tea and cakes, live music and garden games
beside a beautiful lake in Oakington

Sunday 3rd May, 3 – 5pm
In aid of OWN (Oakington and Westwick Neighbours)

and Oakington School PSA

Music from Black Coffee Jazz & Oaktet

Venue: The lake at 9A Longstanton Road, Oakington

Entry (payable by card on the door)
£6 for adults

£2 for children up to 12

Please bring a rug or chair, no dogs allowed.
There will be a Portaloo but unfortunately no disabled toilet facilities.


